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James. 
the Gentlemen in the Commiſſion of the Peace 
are a Parcel of meddling impertinent Fellows. 

George. Sure you mult miſtake the Matter; the Juſtices 
who are put in Commiſſion to ſee the Laws executed 
| would hardly themſelves give Offence by acting contrary 

to thoſe Laws. | 45 | 

James. I don't know that, but this I am ſure of, that 
they have given very great and very juſt Offence to 
all Men of Senſe and Honour; have they not driven a moſt 
worthy Gentleman from his Retreat at Wheldrake, whete 
he had been ſome Months, having obtained Leave from 
the Secretary of State to reſide there? | 
 George.. Having obtained Leave from the Secretary of 


State to reſide there! I thought it had not been the Cuſ- 


tom in England for vety worthy Gentlemen to aſk Leave 
from the Secretary of State where to reſide; I am afraid 


- you'll be forced to own by and by that this very worthy 


Gentleman has done ſomething amiſs, which not only oc- 
caſioned but juſtifies the Reſtraint put upon him, 

Temes, I am far from owning any ſuch Thing; 'tis 
true the Government was pleaſed to believe him active in 
the late Rebellion, but they have not yet been able to 
prove him Ofeudy concerned. 

George, No, perhaps not; | 
Thouſand Artifices to prevent the Loſs of a large Eſtate ; 
Fear of Ruin has more than once tonquer'd the moſt vio- 
lent Inclinations; it was much ſafer for the Son to be 
opcnly concern'd than the Father, for then the Perſon only 
was in Danger, but the Eitate ſecure ; tho“, if I'm not 
miſtaken the Father himſelf was ſo far obedient to the 
Violence of his indiſcreet Zeal as to occaſion his being 
ſent cloſe Priſoner to London along with One of the Pre- 
tender's Spies. | 3 

Jomcs. Tis true he was, but the Government could not 
clearly prove him in Open Rebellion, a Year's Confine- 
ment in Exclind was the Puniſhment of his Indiſcretion. 

George, Methinks ſo eaſy a Puniſhment; when even 
' Juſtice would have undone him, ought to have been grate- 
fully acknowledged by an ingffenſiue at leaſt, if his Con- 
ſcience would not allow him to expreſs it by a Loyal Be- 
haviour, 


James. Pray how did he ever abuſe the Clemency that 


was ſhewn him ? 

Grorge. Has not the whole Time of his Confinement 

been one continued Abuſe of it ? Was not the Place of his 
Reſidence the general Rendezvous of all the Papiſts and 
diſaffected People in the Country; did they not flock to 
him from every Side as to the Champion of their Cauſe, 
and the known Afterter and Encourager of their Treaſon? 
So outrageous was the Zeal of himſelf and Family that 
their intire Converſation was nothing elſe but the Lan- 
guage of Diſaffection and Diſloyalty. This was ſo far 
from being an Expreſſion of his Gratitud, that it was an 
infallible Argument of his deſerving to feel the Severity 
of that Puniſhment he had eſcaped. 
James. J don't ſee that any Gentleman is oblig'd to 
foregoe the Acquaintance he loves, whatever may be their 
Principles or Deſigns ; and I look _ the Interruption 
given by Magiſtrates to ſuch an Union as impertinent 
and rude, as I look upon the Practice of offering Oaths to 
People, when tis known they don't care to take 'em, as 
the greateſt Mju/lice and Cruelty imaginable, == 

George. Tis certainly very unjuſt and cruel in Magiſ- 
trates to ſee that the Laws of their Country are executed, 
eſpecially when their Liberties and Religion depend upon 
the Execution of them, as it is certainly my wrong in Par- 
haments to contrive Laws for their Eſtabliſhment and Pre- 
ſervation ; a Maſter of a Family ought not to deter his 
Servants from ſetting Fire to his Houſe, or hinder them 
from letting in Thi-wes to plunder and deſtroy it. 5 

James. Tho the Parliament does make ſuch Laws, 
yet it is not neceſiary that the Magiſtrates ſhould be im- 
pertinent enough to execute them; there are many Acts 
of Parliament which are never made uſe of, and why 
ſhould not this ſleep as undiſturbed. as others ? 

George. One Neglect does not juſtify another; it is fa- 
ther an Inducement to be more exact in the Execution of 
thoſe that are obſerved ; if ſome Acts are neglected it is a 
Fault and a Contradiction to the Intentions of thoſe by 
whom they were framed, and J heartily wiſh all the Laws, 
as they were made to be, were univerſally enforced, and 


eſpec 


fected and ſuſpicious Perſons. 


Prudence will point out a 


ially this needful one of offering the Oaths to difaf- 
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Say it was a mean and ſcandalous Action; and 


| 
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James. Perhaps, if it was, it would be far from anſwers 
ing the End you propoſe by it; it happens ſometimes 
that Men take Oatis and yet forget the Obligations they 

are under to obſerve the Contents of em. | 
. George. More Shame for thoſe who have Villany e- 
nough to do lo ; 1 have indeed of lite heard of a Sett of 


| Men who have taken repeated Oaths to the Government 


they live under, and yet publickly wiſh Deſtruction to 
that Fery Government, who have abj red by the moſt ſo- 
lemn Engagements a Popiſh Pre ender, and yet have 
Baſeneſs enough to wiſh Succeſs to his Cauſe; have drunk 
the moſt treaſonable Healths and called for the moſt ob- 
noxious Tunes at a publick and annual Feaſt in the Face 
of Magiſtracy itſelf, in Defiance of Law, and in Oppoſition 
to the Engagements of Conſcience ; — a Cauſe ſupport. 
ed by ſuch deteſted Villany as this can never proſper ; th& 
Breath of ſuch Wretches mult make their Lite Roſe bluſh, 
and the Hanover Horſe we doiul't not au fill graze a- 
mor:g ft u, when thoſe who would drive him out by ſuch 
infamous Practices ſhall themſelves be ſent to graze with 
— 5 Hero, and without five Shillings in their 
ocket. 
ames. Since then Oaths, as you find; are not ſo re- 
ligiouſly obſerved as you cou'd wiſh; and indeed as their 
Nature requires they ſhou'd be ; methinks you had better 
deſiſt from offering em any longer, for as the tendering 
them in general is an untnannetly and barbarous Practice, 
ſo the tendering them to this Gentleman in particular is 
1 and d.jpiſcd hy Men of Senſe and Hencur. 
cerge. By Men of Senſe and Honour I ſappoſe you 
mean the Men of your own Party, ſuch as either take the 
Oaths to the Government, and don't care to give thems 
ſelves. the Trouble to obſerve 'em, or ſuch as don't 
chooſe to take em at all; but, as there are ſuch Fellows 
in the World, it is a ſufficient Reaſon why all imaginable 
Care ſhou'd be taken to know ard diſtinguiſh them, and 
ſee who are our Friends ard who our Foes. h 
James. This Method of diſtinguiſning poſi bly may 
not be fo ſure as you imagine; for tho' the Gentleman 
of whom we are ſpeaking did not think proper to take 
the Oaths, yet he appears in Pyint to be à very good 
Subje& and very thankful to His Majeſty for the Favours 
he has 8 him in allowing him to go home in 
Quietneſs. | = _— 
Gorge. ] ſuppoſe you mean the aukward Paragraph in 
a ſcurrilous News-Paper drawn up not by himſelf, 1 dare 
ſay, but by ſome boyiſh Hand, and ſeems rather intended 
to ridicule than to do him any real Service. 7 
Fame. Tis true the Paragraph was not drawn up by 
Himſelf ; but if you think it was done by a boyiſh Hand 
you are much miſtaken, for I do aſſure you it was the 
Work of his Counſel learned in the Law, and if you think 
any body elſe had a Hand in it you caſt your Eyes upon & 


wrong Dlace. 


Gorge. I really aſk the Gentleman's Pardon, for by the 
Oddity of thanking his Majeſty in a groveling News- 
Paper, and by the ſtrange Mixture of Scurrility with which 
thoſe This are expreſs'd, I. took it to be the Work of 
Cafor Ward's Devil, little imagining any Gentleman of 
the leaſt Practice could have ought to do in the Contri- 


vance and Compoſition of ſo ridiculousgnd Billing/gate 


a Piece, however fince his Client has thought proper to fly 
his Country rather than take the Caths to his Majeſty, the 
End which the Juſtices propoſed by it is anſwered ; weare 
freed from the Influence of a dangerous Neighbour, and I 


heartily wiſh he had taken all his Friends along with 


* Then the worthieſt Men in the Country, all the 
Men of Senſ and H:nour muſt have gone, wl will ne- 
ver forgive the Juſtices for depriving them of ſo firm & 
Friend, and aſſure yourſelves that for this and for every 
other Service you ſhall render the Government we will 
never ceaſe to purſue you with Scurrility and Abvſe, and 
that in as open a Manner as we dare. - | 
. George. For this as you pleaſe ; but take Cate it be 1 ot 
in too open a Manner leaſt you ſhould expoſe yourſelves 0 
Corporal Danger, as ſome of your worthy honeſt Frier ds 
have lately done, who had rather hear of the Devil tian 
the next Afizes ; 1 would adviſe you to be there, and 
then you'll ſee what a ridiculous Figure they'll cut; dare 
ſay you'll find ſufficient Cauſe to be aſhamed both of then 


and their Party. Sir, your Servant 
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